

Skills put to the test 



GAEGFURMINGER/ 

QMI AGENCY NIAGARA 

Eden High 
School 


Vahrmeyer, in 

foreground, 

and Brent 

Copland 

compete 

in a video 

production 


hosted by 
District 
School Board 
of Niagara at 
Seaway Mall. 
See story on 
page 2. 



Pine 

pinesold.com SALES REPRESENTATIVE 



STREET., FONTHILL 

bedrooms and fully 
features a main floor 
Room, formal Dining 
with gas fireplace, Kitchen with 
backyard and bathroom. 
Room, a bedroom, 
storage. Upstairs is 


# 


Royal LePage Niagara 


^ -£ & O^ice: 905-892-0222 • Sell: 905-321-2261 • debbiepine@royallepage.ca 
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Student artists showcased by DSBN 
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■ WEATHER 


Partially frozen falls an international sensation 


T0NYRICCIUT0 

QMI Agency Niagara 

It’s pretty spectacular. 

That was a comment from 
one visitor last week while 
standing at Table Rock watch¬ 
ing the Horseshoe Falls while 
a crew from CNN in New York 
City was filming in the back¬ 
ground. 

In recent days, Niagara 
Falls has received some unex¬ 
pected, but welcomed atten¬ 
tion, because some beautiful 
images of the partially frozen 
falls have appeared in news¬ 
papers and on social media 


good news story. 

And that's why they have 
decided to visit and check it 
out for themselves. 

As the CNN announcer 
was getting ready to begin his 
broadcast, he made it quite 


clear to the producers back in 
the studio that there is plenty 
of ice in the river and around 
the falls, the water is still flow¬ 
ing over the mighty cataract. 

Some visitors appeared 
quite surprised to see the 
CNN satellite truck sitting 
in the parking lot and a few 
stood near it to take a photo. 

“This is a gorgeous place 


ily from the United Kingdom, 
said “it's pretty spectacular. 
There's a lot of ice, butyou can 
see that it’s not frozen over." 

He spent about half an hour 
outside looking at the water 
and taking photos before 
retuning inside at Table Rock 
to get warmed up. 

“We have had a really 
good trip. This is a lot colder 
than what we are used to in 
the U.K., but it has been well 
worth it coming to Niagara 
Falls,’’ said Carpenter. 

Emmanuelle Paul, who 
is from Belgium and is an 
exchange student studying at 





Ripa and Strahan hint at Niagara Falls visit 




A Century of P0WER 
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Published by PelhamNEWS, Sun Media Corp. 
228 East Main St., Welland, ON L3B 5P5 
Tel: 905-732-2414 exL246 Fax: 905-732-3660 


John Tobon, pubusher, print & digital 
Peter Conradi, managing editor 


The evolution of a community centre plan 


DAVEAUGUSTYN 

For PelhamNews 

O ver the past couple of weeks, town 
council approved some key recom¬ 
mendations of the architectural design 
advisory committee for Pelham’s potential 
multi-faceted community centre. 

You will recall that during 2013-14 
council worked together with LeisurePlan 
International and the community to develop 
a market analysis, business case study, and 
facilities review regarding arena and commu¬ 
nity centre desires. 

Based on a resident survey, detailed analy¬ 
sis and a comparison to industry standards, 
council did the following: confirmed demand 
for single-pad arena now, and potential for 
demand for twin-pad after 2023-24; con¬ 
firmed sustaining demand for fitness centre 
and activities, walking/running indoor track, 


multi-purpose space, and gymnasium sports/ 
uses; confirmed that the operating costs for 
this type of new multi-faceted community 
centre could be covered within the net costs 
for the existing arena, which were $92,486 
in 2013; confirmed the dire condition of 
the existing arena and determined that a 
potential new community centre should be 
part of other imminent east Fonthill develop¬ 
ments — medical centre, retirement home, 
Wellspring cancer support centre, and new 

Council acknowledged that the construc¬ 
tion costs for a new community centre will 
be a challenge. So, to try to make those costs 
affordable for municipal tax-payers, council 
recognized the need for financial support 
from the federal and provincial governments 
and from local potential donors. 

But, to achieve this, the town needs more 
detailed, shovel-ready plans with tight cost 


So, council appointed a community design 
committee last August — with representatives 
from recreation user groups, youth, seniors, 
artists, service clubs and the community-at- 
large — to ensure we have the right plans for 
our community. 

Over the past six months, the dedicated 
members of this architectural design advisory 
committee worked diligently to recommend 
an architect, to help develop schematic plans, 
and to make recommendations to council in 
February. 

Working together with the committee, 
council approved some improvements to 
the initial plan, including: a large, sectional 
multi-purpose room (6,000 square feet), plus 
one multi-purpose space (1,200 square feet); 
clarifying that the running/walking track 
should be located above the perimeter of the 
double gymnasium and near the fitness area, 


including an atrium/shared public space 
(9,600 square feet) that would help link each 
of the centre’s main elements, including 1,200 
to 1,500 spectator seats in the first arena to 
support ice uses (including junior B hockey) 
and other, non-ice related uses. 

Based on these decisions, the architect will 
now begin developing more detailed designs. 

Then, after they provide additional advice, 
the committee discussed holding a public 
open house to get feedback from the broader 
community. 

This is an exciting project for Pelham; I 
will continue to keep you informed about 
progress on the potential multi-purpose com¬ 
munity centre. 

You may contact Mayor Dave at mayordave@pelham.ca with 
questions or to suggest future topics. Check out links for 
documents and past columns at www.pelhammayordave. 
blogspot.com. 
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Fonthill man 
wins big prize 

David Baker of Fonthill is six 
figures richer following the Jan. 
28 Lotto 6/49 draw. 

Baker won $116,753.80, 
Ontario Lottery and Gaming 
said in a news release. 

With his winnings, he plans to 
visit friends in the United States 
and save most of the money. He 
bought his winning ticket at the 
Haist St. Avondale in Fonthill. 




www.dentistwelland.com 

167 Riverside Drive, Welland 


Besma Family Dental Centre 905 734 9214 


Dr. Rashid And Associates 


HOSPITAL DENTAL CARE 

with General Anaesthesia available, Covered by OHIP 



Bio-K+ is Vital to Help You 
Maintain Good Health 

An Excellent Natural Remedy for Digestive Health 

digestion. And 



Poor digestion adversely affects ^ Qf Bk) _ K+ 

your health in so many different , , „ , , , , 

, , helps to digest and absorb tood. 

and unhealthy ways. - - r — 

Over 80 million pe< 

North America suffer from poor problems such as Crohn’s disease 
digestive health. It is one of the and Irritable Bowel Syndrome, 
most common and ‘preventable’ Healthy intestinal flora has also 
health concerns. 

Poor digestive health 
characterized by problems such fe ood ) cholesterol, 
as bloating, gas, constipation, Bio-K+ gives your body a 
diarrhea, Crohn’s disease and significant amount (50 billion 
irritable bowel syndrome, cells) of fresh, live, friendly, 


People with healthy digestive 


; bacteria. Bio-K - 


tracts have billions of beneficial really help improve your health. 


micro-organisms that live 
the intestines. These healthy 
bacteria, called ‘flora,’ play a 
vital role by improving digestion 
and promoting good health. 


We highly recommend Bio-K+ 

For more information about Bio-K+, 
visit Rosemary’s Natural Choices 
12 pack 

Sale... $ 30.99 




PIUS a FREE cup of coffee ! Drop into Rosemary's and 

► and Susan have been keeping Wellanders healthy for over 20 
years. Good health, natural remedies, great people and free 
f coffee. It doesn't get any better than that. 

Ro5«w<ary^ 95 Lincoln Street 
Natural in st - Charles Plaza 
• c Phone (905) 714-0586 

V~nol£Co www.rosemarysnaturalchoices.com 


ft f to 


You may rely upon the skills and 
experience of our Family Law Team 

Divorce, Separation, Child Custody, Mediation, Pre-Nuptials 

Niagara’s Lawyers Since 1882 


BUI 


Lancaster Brooks & Welch 

Lawyers since 1882 

80 King St Suite. 800, St Catharines, 

905-641-1551 www.lbwlawyers.c 


























j—-=j.Lj L l. ^= == aL 




$ 26,72T 


*31,276 


*27,976 


PELHAM NEWS ■ THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2015 


THIS WEEK AT 
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i 


YOU WONT WANT TO MISS 


MA55IV2 W3NT0QY 
ttMkZMZQ. 


SAVE 
UP TO 


66 


% 

OFFmsrp 


ON EVERYTHING MARKED 



PLUS, 0% APR FINANCING 


FOR 1 1 YEAR* 



Jh in-homt 

TFdESIGI 





LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 

facebook.com/PelhamNews 


Get breaking news as it happens. 

www.pelh, 
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1-888-510-2020 

905-371-3217 

www.lasikproyision.com 


©Pelham 

NIAGARA 



lob-cabin 


www.thelogcabin.ca 


® pelham.ca | El 20 Pelham Town Square, PO Box 400, Fonthill, ON | » 905-892-2607 \ a 905-892-5055 


Recreation Programs & Classes 

Zumba Classes @ Pelham Arena 

Tuesday, March 3 9:30-10:30am Wednesday, March 4 7:30-8:30pm 

Tuesday, March 3 7:00 - 8:00pm Thursday, March 5 10:00 -11:00am 

Walking Club - Everyone is welcome! - March 3 & March 5 

Interested in joining a Walking Club? Then join ours! Tuesdays at Pelham Arena from 9-10am &Thursdays 
at Fonthill Bandshell from 9-10:30am. For more information, please contact (905) 892-2607 ext. 329. 

Arena Programs 

^ silly 

Sat, Marc 

| OLD mi 

@©ssgb ©Pel 

lea & treats! Visit pelha 

i TTOwm 

i Bud ©mmtg}® 

h 28, 2015 2:00 pm 

rilRWl TOM KIRILL 

Iham 

m.ca for more details. 

Public Skating 

Adult Public Skating 

Adult/Preschool 

Men’s Shinny 
Hockey 

Women’s Shinny 
Hockey 

Women’s Learn to 
Play Hockey 

Hockey 

Skills Hour 

Friday Mar 6 

4:00 - 5:00 pm 

Thursday Mar 5 

1:00-2:00pm 

Tuesday Mar 3 

1:00-2:00 pm 
Friday Mar 6 

10:00-11:00 pm 

Tuesday Mar 3 

8:00-9:00 am 
Friday Mar 6 

9:00-10:00 am 

Monday Mar 2 

9:30-10:45 am 

Thursday Mar 5 

10:30-11:45 am 

Thursday Mar 5 

9:30-10:30 pm 

Monday Mar 2 

11:00-12:00 pm 
Thursday Mar 5 

2:00 - 3:00 pm 


2015 TOWN OF PELHAM MARCH BREAK CAMP 



Limited 
/ spaces available! 

\ REGISTER / 
NOW 


^Pelham Camp 


Fori. 


AT PELHAM ARENA - 1120 HAIST STREET, FONTHILL 

jre information, please contact the Recreation and Wellness Programmer atJcook@pelham.ca or 905 892-2607 e 

P special thank you fo Maroodo Family Dentistry and Mcflvog Brian x* Campbril Insurance & Financial Services Ltd for their supp 


The Town of 
Pelham has 
launched 
Vadim OPEN, a 
new web-based 
application that 
makes it easier 
for residents, 
vendors & staff 
to view their 
accounts and 
transactions in 
a secure online 
environment 
anytime, 
anywhere. 

Visit pelham.ca 
to get started 
today! 


CALL FOR MEMBERS - TOWN OF PELHAM COMMITTEES 

The Town of Pelham is seeking interested individuals to join the: 

• Grant Awards Committee (three persons) ^ 

• Summerfest Committee (two persons) 

• Pelham Active Transportation Committee (max. ten persons) 

• Pelham Seniors' Advisory Committee (up to five persons) G 

• Community Beautification Committee (up to twelve persons) 

• Livestock Valuer, Fenceviewer, Poundkeeper (one person for each) 




Visit pelham.ca for application details and 
to apply by Monday, March 2, 2015. 

For more information, please contact the 
Town Clerk at NJBozzato@pelham.ca or 
(905) 892-2607 ext. 315. 


Pelham • Vibrant • Creative • Caring 
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Time for a closer look at the Niagara Escarpment 


BRIAN BATY 

For QMI Agency Niagara 

T his is a year of signific 


The Niagara Escarpment 
Plan, the Oak Ridges Moraine 
Plan, the Greenbelt Plan as 
well as the Growth Strategy 



to review the Metrolinx plan, 



Having served a two-year term 
and a current three-year term on the 
Niagara Escarpment Commission, I 
am awaiting a decision by May to see 
if I wiU remain a member of the NEC. 
During the past two years we have 
devoted considerable time to the 
consideration of possible changes 
and improvements to the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan and to updates 
which would align the policies and 
wordings among the various plans 
under review. 

The Niagara Escarpment 

bers of the public and eight members 
of the municipalities in which the 
escarpment is located, plus a chair. 
All members are reviewed by a secre¬ 
tariat and appointments result from 
an order in council of the provincial 
cabinet. Meetings are held monthly 
at the headquarters in Georgetown, 
with one-day policy meetings in the 
spring and fall in the Niagara region 
and in the near north. 

The Niagara Escarpment Plan out¬ 
lines land use designations, develop¬ 
ment criteria and related permitted 
uses, including farming, forestry and 
mineral extraction. It also provides 
the framework for a string of 141 
Niagara Escarpment parks and open 
spaces linked by the Bruce Trail, 
Canada’s oldest and longest footpath 
which stretches 773 kilometres from 
Queenston Heights to Tobermorey. 

The escarpment extends beyond 
our province through New York 

Wisconsin and Illinois. 

Designated a UNESCO World 
Biosphere Reserve in 1990, the 
Niagara Escarpment is an inter¬ 
nationally recognized landform 


and is the cornerstone of Ontario’s 
Greenbelt. A landscape of rich 
biodiversity, home to hundreds 
of Ontario’s species at risk, vital 
watersheds, agricultural areas and 
a 450-million-year-old geological 
history, the Niagara Escarpment is a 
treasure to protect for future genera¬ 
tions of Ontarians. 

Unlike municipal boundaries and 
other boundaries, the escarpment 
areas are not identified by straight 
lines. 

First protected in 1985, the escarp¬ 
ment is protected by identified 
zones. These are the natural areas, 
the Protected areas, the Rrural areas, 
the mineral extraction areas, the 
recreation areas and the urban areas. 
Since first identified, there has been 
considerable improvements to map¬ 
ping and on-site inspection and con¬ 
sideration is being given to upgrad¬ 
ing the boundaries of the various 
protected areas based on modern 
science and mapping tools. 

As the spring approaches, why not 
consider a hike along the Bruce Trail 
to explore our treasure, the Niagara 
Escarpment. 


Brian Baty is a Pelham regional councillor and a 
member of the Niagara Escarpment Commission. He 
can be contacted at brian.baty@niagraregion.ca. 
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2009 DODGE NITRO 4X4 

m PONTIAC MONTANA EXT 


W&OBCHEV EQUINOX Lli 

WFOMSJfle 

HP 

' - 

On Sale. Call Us Today!' 

payments OAC Call ouSes'fodayT 

tM 

1 Great Colour! Power Goodies. Dynamite 1 
1 SUV and very Affordable Purchase as low 1 
| $100 Down! Call us for Details today! | 

le, Buckets & Console. 

$100 down. Call us Today! 



) EXAMS’ 

2003 GRAND CARAVAN STOWS, GO 

2007NISSAN VERSA SE 

2008 FORD RANGER EXT CAB 

2007 FORD SPORTRAC 4DR 4X4 

2008 HYUNDAI SANTA FE 

Ready for you. Purchase as fow $1 OODown. 
Call us for Details, Trades Welcome! 

1 Little Automatic Hatchback, Nice Low KMS 1 
and Super Low Payments, Purchase as Low 1 

isr 

1 Great Trucks! Automatic. Fantastic Shape. 1 
Awesome Low Payments. Only $100 Down! 
Call Us Today! 

l Wow! Spotless 58,000 kms, Tow Package, Auto. 
Loaded wrthall thegciodies! Purchase as low $100 

^SUV asTow^asVl 00 down"^ 

2010 CMC TERRAIN SLE 

2008 BUICK ALLURE CXL 

2007 FORD F150 CREW 4X4 

2005 FORD FI 50 EXT. 4X4 

2010 DODGE RAM CREW 4X4 

,MimwmL95- 

Super Low kms. Tidy, Nice Colour, Great On 
Fuel. A Pleasure to Drive. On Sale. 

Top of The Line. Pleasure To Drive. 4 New 

Take a Look On Sale. Call US Today! 

Perfect! 5 more to choosefrom. Purchase as | 

mm 

Buckets And Console Shift, Fx4 Package, 
Awesome Low kms. Nice Truck! Trades 
| Welcome! Home Of The Truck Specialists! 

|Sk1BBs 

Sits Up Nice! Big Juicy Tires, She's a Looker. 
Trades always welcome. On&le. 


6ak 


■m 


2015 

>jthS 


Great.Deal 

from Niagara Auto Sales j 

$1000 - Can be used as additional 
down payment upon financing - 
Or additional $1000 off 
these selected vehicles. 

SET UP A TEST DRIVE! 
Call Our Sales 
1 - 888 - 329-5639 


TOLL FREE 1-888-329-5639 • WWW.NIAGARAAUTOSALES.COM • 1031 NIAGARA ST., N. WELLAND 
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Cineplex Odeon 
theatres, such 
as this one at 
Seaway Mall in 
Welland, as a 
result of a new 
partnership 
between the 
company and 
Autism Speaks 
Canada. The pilot 
project launched 
on Valentine's 


Reel treat for people with autism 




■ DR. ROBIN WILLIAMS 

Former Niagara top doc 
receives Order of Canada 


Niagara Region's former 
medical officer of health has 
been appointed to the Order of 
Canada. 

Dr. Robin Williams was 
named a recipient of the Order 
of Canada last year by Gov. Gen. 
David Johnston "for her contri- 

promoting effective policies in 
early childhood development" 
The Niagara-on-the-Lake 

ture into the Order of Canada 
at a ceremony in Ottawa this 

The Order of Canada was cre¬ 
ated in 1967 to recognize out¬ 


standing achievement, dedica¬ 
tion to the community and serv¬ 
ice to the nation. 

Since its creation, more than 
6,000 people from all sectors of 
society have been invested into 
the order 

Williams, a former Niagara 
Falls pediatrician, now serves 
as acting chief medical officer of 
health for Ontario. 

As a member of a provincial 
government panel in the 1990s, 
she helped bring about the crea¬ 
tion of Early Years Centres across 
Ontario and improved benefits 
for longer parental leave for new 


||p|j | RBC Financial Planning 



Ian McCall, PFP 

Financial Planner 

289-213-3779 

ian.mccall@rbc.com 


Define Retirement Your Way. 
Start the Conversation Today. 


Advice you can bank on" 


Financial planning services and investment advice are provided by Royal 
Mutual Funds Inc. (RMFI). RMFI, RBC Global Asset Management Inc., Royal 
Bank of Canada, Royal Trust Corporation of Canada and The Royal Trust 
Company are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. RMFI is 
licensed as a financial services firm in theprovince of Quebec. 

(I) / ™ Trademarks) of Royal Bank of Canada. RBC and Royal Bank are 
trademarks of Royal Bankof Canada. ©2011 Royal Bar’ " . 
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COMMISSOS 

FRESH FOODS 


Fresh OnlalWomyffirCM 

Whole Frying Chickens 

Double Pack 


FreshOntenoTork 

Boneless Pork 
Sirloin Chops 

Family Pack 


Red Seedless 
Grapes 

Product of Chile 


FresnAndy Bo 

Broccoli 

Product of USA 


4.39/kg 


Country Harvest 

100% Whole 
Grains Bread 

Assorted Varieties 


Pork Tenderlc 

Family Pack 


13.21/kg 


Want to see even more savings? 
Visit CommissosFreshFoods.com 
and click on the flyer icon to 
see all of our weekly specials! 


Sale prices in effect Friday Feb. 27 through Thursday March 5,2015 

FRI I SAT I SUN I MON I TUE I WED I THU 

27 | 28 | 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 

6161 Thorold Stone Rd., Niagara Falls, ON 
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm • Sat 7am-7pm • Sun 8am-6pm 
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. Limited Time offer . 

1M.0S 

15-atZIOZ 


Rates available for registered and non-registered deposits. 
Rates and terms subject to change without notice. (j 
Minimum deposit of $1,000 required. , 


l|l Pen Financial j 


■ RADIO: Station’s launch time is 8 a.m. 


Country music returns to Niagara at 89.1 FM 




Our Award Winning Retirement Home is Expanding! 
Enhanced Care & Independent Living Options Available 


Secured Units & Memory Care Coming Summer 2015! 
24 Hour Professional Nursing & PSW Care 
Daily Social Activities & Entertainment 
Onsite Physiotherapy & Exercise Programs 
Pharmacy Services 

In-Suite Emergency Response Systems 

To book a tour and complimentary meal or for 
more information, please contact us today! 
3421 Frederick Avenue, Vineland 
(905) 562-7357 

www.theorchardsresidence.ca 


The Orchards 

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE 

Independent and Enhanced Care Living 
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CANADA'S LARGEST 


FASHION FABRIC DISTRIBUTOR 


www.fabriclandwestern.com 

SEW MANY SAVINGS 

Thursday February 26 - Sunday March 1, 2015 


All In Stock 

Flannelette and 
Broadcloth 

50% OFF 

Our Regular Price 

All In Stock 

Drapery Fabrics 

50% OFF 

Our Regular Price 

Special Selection 

All In Stock 

Arctic Fleece 

New Spring 

Plains & Prints 

Fashion Fabrics 

60% OFF 

25% OFF 

Our Regular Price 

Our Regular Price 


All In Stock 

Quilting Fabric 

Solids & Prints 

50% OFF 

Our Regular Price 


Special Selection 

Fall Fashion Fabrics 
Up to 

75% OFF 

Our Regular Price 
Selection Varies by store 


^Above discount valid on selected regular priced in stock merchandise only, no special orders, not valid on previous purchas es.^ 
Discounts are off regular prices, not competitive or sale prices. 


Custom Drapery Now Available at all Locations See Store For Details 

525 WELLANDAVE., A twit/tt tw~\\ 

St.Catharines ( TABRICLAND) 

685-6595 v — ^ j 7 0/1.0 0 


www. fabriclandwestern. com 


734-3836 
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Dr. Kimberly Dobson 


IN THE VILLAGE 


SMILES WITH CART 


ES MSI EHMeEB E® 
[JW@uMeI 


m§4M4m 

20 HWY20, UNIT 13, 

FONTHILL (In the Fonthill Plaza) 

Visit us on line at www.dentistryinthevillage.ca 



We Now Offer ZOOM In 
Office Whitening System 


www.pelhamnews.ca 
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S CRIME: Player nabbed for assault, but still pockets $88,000 prize 


Chip leader arrested during 
Fallsview poker tournament 


JOHN LAW 

QMI Agency Niagara 

Just a tip, courtesy of the Ontario Pro¬ 
vincial Police: If you're wanted on a Can¬ 
ada-wide warrant, a casino might not be 
the best place to go. 

A poker player found out the hard way 
last week when he was arrested during 
Niagara Fallsview Casino Resort's annual 
Poker Classic tournament. Even worse? 
He was the chip leader for a buy-in tour¬ 
nament Feb. 10 that had a grand prize of 
nearly $200,000. 

Shortly after a dinner break, the player 
was led away in handcuffs. 

“If somebody has a warrant, or some¬ 
body’s wanted for something ... what 
they’re doing at the game is irrelevant," said 
OPP casino enforcement unit Det Sgt Rick 
Davidson. “If he's there, we'll go grab him. 
It’s just unfortunate timing for him.” 

The unheralded 21-year-old poker 
player had gotten past more than 1,190 
entrants to make it to the final table of the 
Fallsview tourney (a preliminary contest 
for the World Poker Tour). But during the 
day, other players recognized him from a 
Nov. 25 tournament in Kahnawake, Que., 
in which Edmonton player Uri Miro was 
attacked outside his motel room and 


robbed of $5,000. 

A warrant was issued shordy after for 
the arrest of Hamam Matharu. 

"Chip leader of the $1,100 at Fallsview 
gets arrested and taken out of the build¬ 
ing during the final table... lol," tweeted 
poker player D.J. MacKinnon from 
Fallsview Feb. 10. 

Davidson said Matharu was arrested 
without incident and immediately 
handed off to Niagara Regional Police. 

While Davidson said players have been 
arrested before in the middle of poker 
games at Fallsview, it has never hap¬ 
pened in the finale of such a high-profile 

“Letting him play it out, one way or the 
other, is really not a consideration.” 

The strange part, added Davidson, 
is that Matharu may have gotten a big¬ 
ger pay day by getting arrested. Had he 
kept playing, he could have lost all or 
most of his winnings as the game wore 
on. But after he was arrested, his stack 
was maintained in absentia as per tour¬ 
nament rules. Because two other players 
ran out of chips before him, he claimed 
the $88,000 third prize. 

"Ya, he could have won more, or he 
could have lost it all,” said Davidson. 


I Join us for our 


March Spring Break Box Sale 

$29 


box of books for only( 

I Sale takes place in the back warehouse | We supply the boxes 
I Box tops must close flat | No wholesalers or dealers please 


.95 

tax 



Win a Free 
Box of Books! 


www.BookOutlet.ca/Promo/BoxSale 

for more information 
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■ NPCA 

‘It’s not 
accountable’ 

ALLAN BENNER 

QMI Agency Niagara 

Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority 
is again receiving a half-million dollars from 
Niagara taxpayers — but won’t tell regional 
councillors how they intend to use the 
money, said Pelham Mayor David Augustyn. 
"It's not accountable. It's not open. They're 


And he expressed his frustration about the 
binding earmarked for real estate purchases 
when the issue was discussed at Thursday 


“I asked them (NPCA board members) 
what do you have in mind for this money,” 
Augustyn said in an interview Friday. 

"They said, ‘Well as properties come up or 
we have plans, or whatever 1 And then Coun. 
(Brian) Baty actually came in and said a lot 
of those things are in closed session and we 
can'ttellyou. 

“I said, ‘Really? You can’t tell us? Then why 
are you levying for this?”' 

Baty, an NPCA board member who also 
represents Pelham on regional council, said 
Augustyn wanted to know exactly what prop¬ 
erty the NPCA was looking at acquiring. 

"I spoke up and said... this is totally out of 
order," he said. "There's no way that should 
be done in open session." 

While the NPCA has a list of properties on 
a list of land its considering purchasing, "it's 
not a matter for open discussion for obvi¬ 
ous reasons - costs would escalate and other 
people would get into the bidding for the 
same properties.'' 

Augustyn also expressed his frustration on 
Facebook while the meeting was underway. 
He wrote: "Niagara Peninsula Conservation 
Authority budget includes $500Kfor‘special 
projects’that they cannot tell us about!” 

NPCA board chairman Bmce Timms said 
that budget line item has been in the NPCA’s 
budget for seven years, providing access to 
annual funding for real estate that fits into 
conservation authority projects. 

And like any municipal government, 
including Pelham, he said the NPCA does 
not publicly discus land purchases until after 
purchases are concluded. 

“We’ve targeted priority properties for a 
number of years. There's been a plan in place 
for seven years now to acquire properties for 
conservation programming.” 

In a media release about the budget 
approval issued Friday afternoon, Timms 


called the special levy for land acquisition “an 
important piece of how the NPCA lives up to 
their mandate to protect, manage and restore 
environmentally sensitive lands.' 

“Having these funds on-hand helps the 
organization act quickly on purchasing the 
properties identified in the 2007 land acquisi¬ 
tion plan,” he said. 

Timms said Augustyn has been question¬ 
ing the inclusion of the funding “for a number 
of years, and I'm surprised that the mayor of 
Pelham is not more clearly understanding of 
the scenario here." 

But Augustyn said the NPCA should be 
able to discuss its plans during in camera 
meetings with regional council. But the board 
members made no offer to do so, he added. 

During the meeting, Augustyn said he 
tried to amend the motion during the meet¬ 
ing to remove the $500,000 allotment from 
the budget, "knowing the NPCA had enough 


When the 
electricity fails... 

How will 
you be 
AFFECTED? 



money to complete the transaction But Augustyn's amendment was year earlier, although it was defeated 
for the Wainfleet property that I was rejected. too. 

opposed to because they overpaid." "I was told by everybody that no Augustyn said people might 

He was referring to about 15 acres you can’t do that," he said. decide, in their personal lives, to set 

of lakefront property where the Easter Despite being told he could not money aside in the hopes of making 
Seals Camp once stood, purchased a amend the budget, Augustyn said alargepurchase,“butpublidy? 
year ago for about $2-million he introduce a similar amendment a 




Saturday March 7,2015 
2 p.m., 4:30 p.m., 7 p.m. 
Bowl-O-Rama 
968 Niagara St. 

Fort Erie 

Sunday March 8,2015 
Saturday March 14,2015 
2 p.m., 4:30 p.m., 7 p.r 
Carroll's Bowling Lanes 

7 KlauckSt. 


Trade in your winter boots for COWBOY BOOTS & BOWLING SHOES in March! 


nes \\ 


Register Online at 

SNiagara.kintera.org/BFKS 

or contact 

905-735-0570 ext. 221 

admin.southniagara@ 

bigbrothersbigsistersxa 


www.bbbsinniagara.ca 

for helpful tips on 
collecting pledges & 
lassoing support! 
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WELLAND TOYOTA 


WELLAND TOYOTA n u.WgSS2S*» 

HOURS Mon. to Thurs. 9am - 8pm Friday 9am - 6pm Saturday 9am - 5pm 


594 NIAGARA ST. 
WELLAND, ON. 


Corolla S Upgrade Package Manual model shown. 

All-in price $22,829* 


RAV4 FWDLE 

ALL-IN FINANCE 

$ 163*@3.99 S/ 


bi-weekly for 84 months. 


Zero 


priceI $ 25,889* 


7.6 SS“ (37 S)'|10.0!#P(28 S) 


COROLLA CE MANUAL 
ALL-IN FINANCE 


$ 107*@2.99' 

price 1*17,549 


Zero 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 

6.2 ^ (46 sy 1 8.3 wr 1 (34 
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Happily ever after is not a fairy tale, it's a choice 

S parkles, laughter and lots of white - that is what 
is waiting for you at Casablanca Winery Inn’s 
7th annual Wedding Open House. 

Taking place on Sunday, March 1st, 2015 from 12 
noon until 4 pm, this free admission event will give 
you and your loved ones a chance to experience 
all things wedding. Get up-close and personal with 
more than a dozen of their preferred vendors, chat 
with the Chef in the Grand Ballroom and enjoy 
food and wine tasting, property tours and beauty 
advice from their Spa experts. 

Featuring ceremony and reception set-ups, trends 
in table settings, wedding decor and florals and a 
variety of inspirational ideas for your ideal wedding 
or special event. 

Visit Panorama Restaurant & Wine Bar to sweeten 
your tooth at the Chocolate Fountain, sample local 
wines and take in the stunning view of Lake Ontario. 

Grand Prize - a one night stay in a Luxury Honey- 

Whether you are a happy bride or groom - make 
sure to RSVP and attend the Wedding Open House. 

Call 905-309-7171, 1-877-446-5746 or email 
rsvp@casablancawineryinn.com and don’t forget 
to bring a non-perishable food item for Grimsby 



YOU’RE INVITED 


WEDDING 

OPEN 

HOUSE 


YOU ARE CORDIALLY 
INVITED TO 

CASABLANCA 
WINERY INN 

ON SUNDAY, MARCH 1,2015, 
12:00-4:00 PM 


Wedding Ceremony and Reception Set Ups 
Restaurant Tours Private Banquet Room Viewings 
Food & Wine Sampling Meet Our Preferred Wedding Partners 
Guest Room Tours ★ Beauty Services ★ Floral & Decor Ideas 
Tour Bodisense Spa Boutique 


CasahlancA 


4 Windward Drive, Grimsby 



ENJOY YOUR 
NEWSPAPER 

COMBO 

FOR AS LITTLE AS 

$3.25 

A WEEK! 

26 WEEKS 

OF HOME DELIVERY 

FOR ONLY 

$84.00! 


START YOUR COMBO 
SUBSCRIPTION TODAY 
BY CALLING TOLL FREE 


■ 


OUR CANADA 


The most-proud-to-be 



features remarkable Canadians 
plus stunning photography, 
fiction and non-fiction stories 
and popular contests. 


signed Reader's Digest 


BEST HEALTH 

The magazine for 

with straight forward 
advice, and tips on looking 
great, building better 
relationship, getting fit 


1-855-533-5594 

Please quote magazine 
selection Reader's Digest, 

Our Canada or Best Health. 


Reader’s Digest 1 year 12 issues, Best Health 1 year 7 issues, Our Canada {year 7 issues. Price includes HST. Offer is validonly where home delivery is available not avJable in all areas and mayrrot be used in conjunction 
with any other offer. Please allow 8-10 weeks for mail delivery of your selected magazine. Credit Card Payment Option only. Total obligation $80.00 + $4.00 tax=$84.00. Offer expires March 14,2015. 
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K.A.M TRUCKING INC. 

NOW HIRING 

CLASS AZ COMPANY 
DRIVERS 


Full Time/Part Tir 
New pay schedule in eirecr 
Full Time Highway Drivers with two 
years driving exp. are eligible for a 
$2000 Sign on Bonus (Conditions 

Excellent Benefit package after 60 
Registered Pension Plan after 1 year 

Typical Trips 2 days allowing more 
frequent home time 

INTERESTED? PLEASE CONTACT US! 


www.kamtrucking.com 
or fax resume to: 905-899-3499 
or email: karl@kamtrucking.com 


| Clock Repairs 


( 905 ) 935-1962 


misinessdi rectory 



KID'S 

HELP 

PHONE 



FREE 

EMERGENCY 

CALL 

1 - 800 - 668-6868 


TOLL FREE 
24 HOURS 



A DAY 


RUNAWAY, 
SICK, IN 
DANGER, IN 
TROUBLE 



Advertise With Us Today! 


Attract 

Attention 

To Your Business. 


Sell it now! 


Try our Spotlight ad 
and take center stage. 


Be first with our featured ad. 



Place an ad today! 

^ 1 - 888 - 786-7821 

PelhamNews.ca/Classifieds 

Local. Easy. Sold. 
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